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PREFACE

DAAC and LI WM have in co-operat ion with experts of m any Lithuanian
authorit ies, inst itut ions and organisat ions since January 1999 been
working with the preparat ion of a Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices in
conform ity with the provisions of the EU Nit rates Direct ive (91/ 676/ EEC) ,
which is part  of the Lithuanian Acquis. The act ivit ies have kindly been
funded by The Danish Environm ental Protect ion Agency, as well as by The
Minist ry of Agriculture and The Minist ry of Environm ent  of The Republic of
Lithuania

The Lithuanian Governm ent  has, together with the EU Com mission, drawn
up an Accession Partnership, AP, which says “I t  should be recalled that
incorporat ion of the acquis into legislat ion is not  in itself suffi-
cient ; it  w ill also be necessary to ensure that  it  is actually applied
to the sam e standards as those w hich apply w ithin the Union.”. I n
this connect ion we have considered it  natural to follow the form ulat ion of
the actual codes up by expressing our ideas for the pract ical farm - level
im plementat ion of the GAP. Our hope is that  these ideas could be of value
for the form ulat ion of the future agro-environm ental policies.

The present  Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion  has been prepared
by experts of DAAC and com m ented by experts of LI WM.

Both the Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices as well as the Draft  Plan for
Farm - level Im plementat ion  can be found in English versions on the
hom epages ht tp: / / www.lr.dk/ fert ilising-balt ic and ht tp: / / www.baap.lt .

The Danish Agricultural Advisory Cent re
Septem ber 2000

Egil Hoydal
Project  Co-ordinator

Henning Lyngsø Foged
Projects Manager

Knud Sim onsen
Director of I nternat ional Departm ent
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1 SUMMARY

1 .1  General background

The present  Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion  of the Code of Good
Agricultural Pract ices in Lithuania is one of the results of the project
“Developm ent  of a Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices, Republic of
Lithuania” supported financially by The Minist ry of Agriculture, The
Minist ry of Environm ent of The Republic of Lithuania and The Danish
Environm ental Protect ion Agency.

This report  is a Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion.

Due to the Reinforced Pre-Accession St rategy (Agenda 2000)  m any
Lithuanian act ivit ies, concerning accession to EU, have been accelerated
during the period of the project . This m eans that  parallel to this
im plementat ion plan a lot  of planning and im plementat ion considerat ion
have been carried out  in other form .

The work with the form ulat ion of the actual codes has been so laborious
that  neither LI WM nor DAAC have had capacity to cover a detailed
preparat ion, and also due to the fact , that  the DEPA funded project
“Long- term  Assistance in the Transposit ion and I m plem entat ion of
the EU’s Nit rates Direct ive in Lithuania” will develop a st rategy for
im plementat ion of the Nit rates Direct ive. This st rategy is expected to be -
thorough going (but  only covering the codes that  have direct  relat ion to
the Nit rates Direct ive) , and will for the relevant codes take it s offspring in
the present  Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion.

We would further like to st ress, that  our aim  has been to em phasise on
the farm - level im plem entat ion rather than on m atters relat ing with
necessary act ions for establishing of m onitoring and sanct ioning
st ructures.

The CGAP consists of 75 different  codes but  this Draft  Plan for Farm- level
I m plem entat ion concerns only 41 voluntary codes (not  based on present
Lithuanian legislat ion)  point ing at  appropriate or feasible inst rum ents,
inst itut ions and t ime schedules for farm level im plem entat ion. There has
in this connect ion been ident ified 10 inst rum ents, 6 inst itut ions and 3 t ime
schedules, that  are considered to be appropriate or feasible. Inst ruments
are divided into regulatory m easures, advisory measures and financial
m easures.

1 .2 Sum m ary of recom m endat ions

Stat ist ically summ arised it  has been recom m ended that  the following
inst ruments, inst itut ions and t im e schedules are em ployed:
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Mem bers of the Steering Com mit tee for the project  have approved the
suggested inst ruments, inst itut ions and t im e schedules for im plem entat ion
of the codes.

I t  should especially be noted, that  we in general have found it  relevant  to
point  at  LAU and agricultural colleges when we point  at  LAAS as relevant
inst itut ion, and vice versa;  we find it  natural, that  both coming farm ers
and agricultural students are taught subjects the advisory service is
working with and vice versa.

The Lithuanian Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices is not  indicat ing
whether codes are having direct  relat ion to the Nit rates Direct ive. We
have, however found it  relevant  in connect ion with the elaborat ion of this
Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion  to st ress these codes, which is
done by shadowing the cell in the tables in sect ion 5 with the code
num ber. There are 23 such codes. We have found it  relevant to suggest
that  regulatory m easures are em ployed for the im plem entat ion of these
codes in vulnerable zones (yet  to be designated) .

During the elaborat ion of the Draft  Plan for Farm - level Im plem entat ion  it
has becom e obvious that  some of the codes would benefit  from  a m ore
precise form ulat ion, and it  is therefore suggested that  all the codes are
carefully evaluated in connect ion with a future revision of the Lithuanian
Code of GAP.

Due to the above m ent ioned com m ents

•  it  can only be recomm ended, that  selected codes are t ransposed to law
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(m andatory m easures)  in vulnerable zones (yet  to be designated) ,
rather than the ent ire collect ion of the 75 codes;

•  it  is very im portant  that  some codes in the future will be re- formulated,
so it  can be clearly examined whether the codes are im plemented on a
farm  ( i.e. cont rolled whether the farm er follows the rules) ;  and

•  it  is very im portant  that  codes are form ulated, so it  clearly by
environmental indicators can be expected that  the im plementat ion of a
code will have an environm ental effect .

Picture 1 Presentat ion from  Minist ry of Environm ent , by Minister, Mr
Danius Lygis, who was then Vice Minister, at  Incept ion Sem i-
nar in Kedainiai on 18 March 1999. The Incept ion Sem inar
presented the expert  groups for the idea of a Draft  Plan for
Farm - level Im plementat ion as a part  of the outcome of the
project .
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2 I NTRODUCTI ON

The present  Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion  of the Code of Good
Agricultural Pract ices in Lithuania is one of the results of the project
“Developm ent  of a Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices, Republic of
Lithuania” supported financially by The Minist ry of Agriculture, The
Minist ry of Environm ent of The Republic of Lithuania and The Danish
Environm ental Protect ion Agency.

The background for the Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion  is that
the technical content  of the project  applicat ion suggested, that  there by
project  end would be inter alia the following tangible results:

•  A Lithuanian Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices is prepared and
published.

•  A plan for im plem entat ion of a Lithuanian Code of GAP has been
elaborated.

! A suggest ion for a related agricultural subsidisat ion schem e is
elaborated as a part  of the plan for im plem entat ion, as a part  of
Lithuanian EU pre-accession preparat ion.

I t  is also m ent ioned, that  one project  indicator would be that  “A plan for
im plementat ion has been elaborated and adopted by Com mit tee for Co-
ordinat ion of Environm ent  Agricultural Mat ters.”

I t  is em phasised that  this report  is a Draft  Plan for Farm- level Im plemen-
tat ion .

During the period of the project  m any Lithuanian act ivit ies, concerning
accession to EU, have been accelerated due to the Reinforced Pre-
Accession St rategy (Agenda 2000)  and due to the fact , that  the DEPA
funded project  “Long- term  Assistance in the Transposit ion and
I m plem entat ion of the EU’s Nit rates Direct ive in Lithuania”  will
elaborate a st rategy for im plem entat ion of the Nit rates Direct ive. This
m eans that  parallel to this draft  im plem entat ion plan a lot  of planning and
im plementat ion considerat ions have been carried out  in other form .

The st rategy for im plem entat ion of the Nit rates Direct ive is expected to be
throughout  elaborated (but  only cover the codes that  have direct  relat ion
to the Nit rates Direct ive) , and for relevant  codes take it s offspring in the
present  Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion .

The work with the form ulat ion of the actual codes has been so laborious
that  neither LI WM nor DAAC have had necessary rem aining project
allocat ions to cover a m ore detailed preparat ion.

We would further like to st ress, that  our aim  has been to em phasize on
the farm - level im plem entat ion rather than with m atters relat ing with
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necessary act ions for establishing of m onitoring and sanct ioning
st ructures.

The work has been guided and supervised under the auspices of the
Project  Steering Comm it tee headed by Director of department , Dr Antanas
Maziliauskas, Minist ry of Agriculture, Vilnius.

This Draft  Plan for Farm - level Im plem entat ion  includes a set  of recom -
m endat ions addressed to the respect ive Lithuanian authorit ies.

I t  is the hope that  this Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion  will
const itute a basis for the process of im plem entat ion of l’Acquis Com m u-
nitaire in general and the im plem entat ion of the Nit rate Direct ive
(91/ 676/ EEC) in part icular.

As the im plem entat ion of the Codes of Good Agricultural Pract ices has
st rong economic, social, st ructural and administ rat ive aspects we im agine
that  the respect ive authorit ies will judge the recom mendat ions and use
them as inst ruments in the Accession Partnership discussions with EU, in
the process to ident ify specific co- financing opportunit ies and in the future
financial support   schem es for agriculture.

Picture 2 Dr Torben Bonde, from  The Danish Environm ental Protect ion
Agency, and who is the Danish representat ive in EU’s Nit rate
Com m it tee, m akes a presentat ion on the Incept ion Sem inar
18 March 1999 at  The Lithuanian Inst itute of Water Manage-
m ent .
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3 ORGANI SATI ON OF THE W ORK W I TH
PREPARATI ON OF THE DRAFT PLAN FOR FARM-
LEVEL I MPLEMENTATI ON

This Draft  Plan for Farm - level Im plem entat ion  of the Lithuanian Code of
Good Agricultural Pract ices has been elaborated in order to assist  the
respect ive authorit ies in Lithuania and the Nat ional Contact  Point  to find
the m ost  adequate and t ransparent solut ions to the Lithuanian needs and
condit ions.

Due to the Reinforced Pre-Accession St rategy (Agenda 2000)  m any
Lithuanian act ivit ies, concerning accession to EU, have been accelerated
during the period of the project . This  m eans that  parallel to this
im plementat ion plan a lot  of planning and im plem entat ion considerat ion
have been carried out  in other form .

Clear definit ions have been found, and it  is the future task to incorporate
findings in the different  projects into one final I m plem entat ion Plan.

This work has been based upon background papers prepared by
internat ional and nat ional experts. We specially refer to the final report  of
“Elaborat ion of a Draft  Fram ework of a Code of Good Agricultural
Pract ices”  co-ordinated by Dr. Torben Bonde, “Guide to the Approxim at ion
of European Union Environmental Legislat ion”  and  other relevant
publicat ions from  the European Commission (see list  of references) .

Different  schem es of concordance have been used, in order to safeguard
the com pliance with The Nit rates Direct ive and the HELCOM annex on
agriculture The plan for im plem entat ion has been prepared inter alia
under considerat ion of ways to

•  develop administ rat ive, m onitoring and enforcem ent  procedures;
•  designate responsible nat ional/ regional or local authorit ies (Com petent

Authorit ies)  (CA’s) ;
•  ensure that  division of responsibilit ies is clearly defined;
•  establish and im plem ent policies program m es and m anagem ent

system s;
•  define which/ if parts of the codes should be t ransposed into nat ional

law;
•  allocate funds;
•  establish t im etables;  and
•  define reasonable t ransit ion periods.

The Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices consists of 75 codes:
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Chapt
er  no.

Chapter  nam e Num ber of codes Num ber of codes,
that  are based on

present
Lithuanian legis-

lat ion
2 Agriculture and Environm ental

Protect ion
14 4

3 Lim ing and Fert ilisat ion 9 0

4 Plant  Protect ion and Use of
Pest icides

15 4

5 Anim al Product ion 10 9

6 Storage and Applicat ion of Anim al
Manure

6 2

7 Managem ent  of Wastes and
Wastewater

6 5

8 Land Reclam at ion, Biological
Diversit y and Landscape

15 11

Total Code of GAP 7 5 3 4

Within the 75 codes 34 are based on present legislat ion, and therefore
presum ably already im plem ented. These 34 codes are shown in shadowed
boxes in the tables in sect ion 5 below, and on basis of their nature
com pulsory for all farm ers. The rest  of the codes will be im plem ented
voluntarily  by the farm ers, but  can be t ransposed to Lithuanian law for
farm s in vulnerable zones (yet  to be designated) . The present  Draft  Plan
for Farm - level I m plem entat ion concent rates on the 41 codes to be
im plemented voluntarily .
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4 I MPLEMENTATI ON METHODS

The aim  of each code is to balance profitable agriculture environm entally
fr iendly product ion m ethods.

Apart  from  inform at ion there are generally two feasible ways for reaching
another situat ion as we would like with the codes;  to provide financial
incent ives or financial sanct ions. I f the new situat ion by nature is
economically superior to the present situat ion, then advisory, t raining and
inform at ion cam paigns directed to the farm ers should be priorit ised rather
than m ore expensive financial incent ives, i.e. provisions of subsidies and
soft  credits. Financial sanct ions or penalt ies require that  these are based
on legislat ion.

I t  is im portant  to consider how to priorit ise the less expensive advisory,
t raining and inform at ion cam paigns directed to the farm ers, and the m ore
expensive provision of soft  credits, subsidies etc.

The select ion of im plem entat ion inst rum ents is of fundam ental
im portance.

Thereafter it  is relevant  to assess the inst itut ions, that  would be relevant
to “em ploy the inst rum ent ” , and to est imate the required t im e  for the
inst rument to becom e fully effect ive.

Agenda 2000 and the Lithuanian Accession Partnership, the AP, becom e in
this context  significant :

Out lined in the Agenda 2000 the pre-accession st rategy focuses on the
specific areas of The Acquis where the candidate count ries st ill have work
to do. The st rategy consists of the following program m es and inst ru-
m ents:

•  The refocused Phare program m es.
•  SAPARD (assistance to agriculture and rural developm ent ) .
•  I SPA ( regional policy) .

SAPARD and I SPA will have effect  from  year 2000 and unt il date of
accession.

The EU indicat ive budget allocat ions for all three pre-accession inst ru-
m ents from  the year 2000 (�, million per year) are:

•  Phare 1,500
•  SAPARD    500
•  I SPA 1,000

The Lithuanian Accession Partnership (AP)  is based on Agenda 2000, and
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sets out

•  the assessm ent  of the priorit y areas in which Lithuania needs to m ake
progress;  and

•  the ways in which Phare will support  the Lithuanian efforts.

On basis of the AP there has been prepared a Nat ional Program m e for
Adopt ion of the Acquis (NPAA) . The NPAA sets out

•  the legislat ive, administ rat ive and operat ional adjustm ents;  and
•  an im plem entat ion t im etable.

An I nst itut ion Building Plan is an integral part  of the NPAA. The progress
m ade will be recorded in an annual report  writ ten by the Commission ( the
Com mission’s Opinions) . The overall allocat ion m ay be reviewed in the
light  of perform ance, changing requirem ents and progress in im ple-
m ent ing the AP. Each year the Com mission signs a Financing Mem oran-
dum  with the candidate count ry. The Mem orandum  ident ifies the projects
to be carried out .

Based on the above m ent ioned com m ents the following sect ion will be a
discussion of at tainable inst rum ents, conceivable inst itut ions and
reasonable t im e schedule for im plementat ion of the codes.

4 .1 I nst rum ents

The purpose of this sect ion is to discuss at tainable inst rum ents, relevant
for the im plem entat ion of the codes:

•  Regulatory m easures ( i.e. sanct ions or penalt ies based on legisla-
t ion) .

•  Advisory m easures ( i.e. advisory, t raining and/ or inform at ion
cam paigns) .

•  Financial m easures ( i.e. subsidies or soft  credits) .

The Draft  Plan for Farm - level Im plem entat ion  is based on the view, that
for m ost  codes it  would be relevant  to im plem ent  them through a
com bined use of different  m easures.

4.1.1 Regulatory m easures

These are the juridical framework of agriculture, i.e. legislat ion and codes,
which m ust be in harm ony with inter alia EU regulat ion.

Any regulat ive measure describes the m oral of the society and could be
perceived as a guaranty for “ catching”  of dissidents from  the norm .
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Regulatory m easures are relevant if the new situat ion, as described by the
specific code, can be considered as at t ract ive for the nat ion from  a
com bined economical, environmental and social point  of view. This
includes also legislat ion that  Lithuania has to im plem ent according to it s
status as associated EU m em ber and as full HELCOM m em ber.

I f a regulatory measure is unat t ract ive for the farmer from  a com bined
economical, environmental and social point  of view, then it  is not  realist ic
to believe these m easures are sufficient ;  they m ust be com bined with
advisory and/ or financial m easures.

Regulatory m easures exist ing in Lithuania:

•  I NSTRUMENT 1 : Par liam ent  law
•  I NSTRUMENT 2 : Cabinet  regulat ion
•  I NSTRUMENT 3 : Minister  inst ruct ion

I t  is natural that  the Minist ry of Agriculture and the Minist ry of Environ-
m ent will be the pivot  inst itut ions during the t ransposit ion period and the
process of applicat ion and enforcem ent . I t  is the responsibilit y  of these
authorit ies to take binding m easures, which fully carry out  the let ter and
the spirit  of EU environm ental law.

I t  is relevant  to m ent ion, that  the Minist ry of Environm ent  (MEP)  and the
Minist ry of Agriculture (MA)  receive support  from  different  bilateral and
m ult ilateral sources:

Denm ark

•  The project  “Long- term  Assistance in the Transposit ion and
I m plem entat ion of the EU’s Nit rates Direct ive” is supported
financially by DEPA and undertaken by Danagro in co-operat ion with
MEP. The project  will “….draft  necessary legislat ion and m inisterial
orders on, e.g. periods when land applicat ion of fert ilisers is prohibited,
capacity of storage vessels for livestock m anure, and lim itat ion of the
applicat ion of fert iliser” .

•  DEPA is annually administ rat ing funds of a m agnitude of DKK 800 m io
for projects in Cent ral and Eastern European count ries. The funds are
especially used for EU law approxim at ion, inst itut ional developm ent ,
int roduct ion of cleaner technologies etc. according to separate count ry
program m es, and the act ivit ies that  can be funded is not  lim ited to
agriculture.

EU

•  Phare -  New focus on the Phare program m es. EU cont ribut ion up to
75% :
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•  Help the administ rat ion to acquire the capacity to im plem ent  the
Acquis (30%  of the Phare budget ) .

•  Mobilising investm ents to bring up m ajor infrast ructure to EU
standards (70%  of the Phare budget) .

•  Phare Twinning -  Twinning is pivotal to the ent ire inst itut ion-building
process. Twinning will focus on t raining specialists in the fields of law
provided as long- term  secondments. Twinning involves two partners:
•  A bid (proposal by expert  from m em ber states to provide services) .
•  A dem and (candidate count ries request  for support ) .
•  Both partners must  usually submit  the Twinning Applicat ion joint ly

to the Com mission.
•  Projects em erge from  the AP and will be selected for Phare funding

according to the Financing Mem orandum .

•  TAI EX -  The Technical Assistance Exchange Office, Brussels, is part ly
financed by Phare funds. The office deals with:
•  Public administ rat ion in applicant  count ries.
•  Screening (com pliance between EU and nat ional legislat ion) .
•  The office offers:

•  Training seminars.
•  Study tours.
•  Visit s by experts.

4.1.2 Advisory m easures

The im plem entat ion of the GAP codes requires an intensive use of the
Agricultural Advisory Service system .

Advisory m easures are relevant if  the new situat ion, described by the
specific codes, would be considered at t ract ive for the individual farm er if
he was told the economic, environmental and social consequences. A
regulat ion is not  sufficient  or efficient  in it self;  it  m ust  be ensured that
farm ers com prehend the rat ional concepts behind the regulat ions.
Advisory m easures are therefore often appropriate in com binat ion with
regulatory m easures.

Advisory m easures com prise

•  I NSTRUMENT 4 : Advisory packages
•  I NSTRUMENT 5 : Training program m es
•  I NSTRUMENT 6 : I nform at ion cam paigns

The Lithuanian Agricultural Advisory Service, LAAS, is highly recognised as
an effect ive and professional organisat ion (see below) .
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LAAS m ay be seen as the key inst itut ion regarding the advisory measures.

I t  is relevant  to m ent ion, that  Lithuania receives different  bilateral and
m ult ilateral support  for developm ent  of the advisory capability  and
capacity.

Denm ark

•  Denm ark provides support  to develop Lithuanian advisory capacity and
capabilit y , m ainly via funds that  are administ rated by East  Assistance
Office under Minist ry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries. Annual budgets
for Balt ic count ries, Northern Poland, as well as Leningrad and Kalinin-
grad Regions in Russia are around 33 m io. DKK for environm ent  related
act ivit ies. Of m ain relevance is to ment ion, that  present ly the Minist ry
funds the project  “I m provem ent  of the Fert iliser  Norm at ive -
Especially Manure Standards, Phasae 2 , Republic of Lithuania”.
A Phase 1 was com pleted in 1998, and a Phase 2 is expected to run
unt il end of year 2001. Else the Minist ry funds in Lithuania projects
about  im provement of the pest icide cert ificate, establishm ent of a
system for test  of field sprayers, and int roduct ion of a pest icide deci-
sion support  system . LAAS is partner in the m ent ioned projects.

Sw eden

•  Sweden has in the period 1994 to 1998 funded different  act ivit ies
under the so-called BAAP program m e administ rated by the Swedish
Universit y of Agriculture in Uppsala, and within a budget  of SEK 25 m io
and covering Balt ic count ries, Northern Poland, as well as Leningrad
and Kaliningrad Regions in Russia. The Swedish act ivit ies have sup-
ported the establishm ent of an agricultural run-off m onitoring (on
different  levels -  watershed, drainage system in plots)  and dem onst ra-
t ion farm , developm ent of farm ers organisat ions and t raining, inform a-
t ion and advise to farm ers and advisers. A BAAP 2 program m es with a
budget  of SEK 25 m io. has just  been started to cont inue the act iv it ies.

I t  should be remem bered also, that  developm ent of agricultural educat ion
inst itut ions as well as of agricultural research inst itut ions in this context
also is to be considered as a support  for developm ent  of the advisory
system , as the advisory system  is based on developm ent  of research into
farm -pract ice, and as advise and educat ion should be coherent .

4.1.3 Financial m easures

All financial inst ruments used should favour environm entally acceptable
product ion on land best  suited for cult ivat ion.

Financial m easures are relevant  if the new situat ion, described by the
specific code, would be considered clearly economically unat t ract ive or not
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affordable for the individual farm er.

The financial inst rum ents com prise

•  I NSTRUMENT 7 : Excise taxat ion  on product ion m eans (adjust ing the
price relat ion between value of the products and value of the produc-
t ion means) .

•  I NSTRUMENT 8 : Foreign t rade policy  ( through intervent ion
system s, im port / export  quotas, im port  taxat ion etc., having the sam e
effect  as I NSTRUMENT 7)

•  I NSTRUMENT 9 : Direct  product ion subsidisat ion , com bined with
different  condit ions (cross com pliance)  for instance to lower the
economically opt im al applicat ion rates of fert ilisers, pest icides and
water.

•  I NSTRUMENT 1 0 : Soft  credits (especially relevant  where the
im plementat ion requires investm ents to be done) . 

Com m encing in 1994 the Lithuanian Government has applied agricultural
policies with the financial inst ruments as inform ed in the State Subsidy
Program m e for Rural Support  Fond (Kaim o Rėmino Fondas) .

Proposed nat ional program s in the Rural Support  Fund of 2000:

Program mes
Approxim ate

allocat ion of funds
1. Program m es related to accession to EU, of which
1.1. Anim al regist rat ion and ident ificat ion programm e 7,27%
1.2. Parcel declarat ion programm e 4,04%

1.3.
Qualit y control system  of agricultural products
developm ent

21,22%

1.4. Breeding programm e 21,07%
1.5. Agricultural research programm e 7,24%
1.6. Training and Consult ing 13,83%
2. Other program mes, of which:
2.1. Com pensat ions for interest  costs 10,64%

2.2.
Com pensat ions for losses caused by adverse weather
condit ions and anim al decease

1,06%

2.3. Direct  paym ents for organic farming 0,85%
2.4. Com pensat ion for investm ents in dairy farm s 3,19%
3. Co-operat ive development  program me 1,06%
4. Allocat ion to Rural Credit  Guarantee Fund 8,51%
Source:  the Minist ry of Agriculture

The subsidy program m e, which is a part  of the state budget , is adminis-
t rated  by The Minist ry of Agriculture. The Agriculture Law adopted in
1996 determ ined the basic aspects of Lithuanian nat ional agricultural
policy. This law sets a m inim um allocat ion of 10 %  of the nat ional budget
for agricultural sector annually.

The Lithuanian Environm ent Fund is further providing funding for different
environment- related act ivit ies based on applicat ions and decided by a
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special board for the Fund. The fund is administ rat ing m eans that  are
aggregated from  environm ental taxes and fines.

Lithuania is further receiving internat ional support  for em ploying of
financial m easures, com prising:

EU

•  Phare -  Sim ilar to the previous act ions, the PHARE program m e will
cont inue to target  on inst itut ional building issues:
•  I m provem ent of st ructures for qualit y, veterinary and plant -health

cont rols including im provem ent  of border cont rol posts;
•  Support  to st rengthening capacity to m anage the Com m on Agricul-

tural Policy including technical assistance, pre-accession advice and
related investm ents;

•  Support  to establishm ent  of integrated farm  register and agricultural
inform at ion system ;

•  Support  to st rengthening rural administ rat ion st ructures including
technical assistance and related investm ents for developm ent of
I ACS, FADN, economic accounts for agriculture;

•  Support  to developm ent of administ rat ion and capacity to im ple-
m ent the Com m on Fishery Policy. This will include technical assis-
tance, pre-accession advice and related investments, establishm ent
of Vessel Monitoring System , im provem ent of fish research labora-
tories.

•  SAPARD (Special Accession Program m e for Agriculture and Rural
Developm ent) , in effect  from January 1, 2000, provides EU cont ribut ion
< 75%  for specific m easures. I t  is in the Lithuanian SAPARD Rural
Developm ent Plan proposed, that  the following areas will be eligible for
support  from  SAPARD:

•  Measure 1  “I nvestm ents in agricultural holdings”
There will be supported farm ers or agricultural enterprises invest ing
in im provem ent  of housing for cat t le and pigs, preparat ion and im -
provem ent  of pasture and grazing areas, im provement of feed-stuff
qualit y and advanced feeding technologies, im provement of anim al
waste storage and t reatment , as well as acquisit ion of advanced
cat t le breeds.

•  Measure 2  “I m proving the processing and m arket ing of
agricultural and fishery products”.
I n the area of dairy sector, the m easure is aim ed at  support ing the
rat ionalisat ion, concent rat ion and specialisat ion of dairy processing
indust ry, im provem ent of quality of dairy products, im provem ent  of
raw milk collect ion system , int roduct ion of new, higher added value
products, ut ilisat ion of dairy by-products, and reconst ruct ion/ -
reorganisat ion of enterprises in order to meet EU veterinary and
hygiene requirem ents. I n the area of m eat  processing sector, the
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m easure will be aim ed at  consolidat ing of the m eat  processing in-
dust ry, support ing investm ents into premises for m eat  slaughtering
and processing which have an object ive to meet  EU hygiene and
sanitat ion standards, support ing de- linkage of processing and
slaughtering, and encouraging the integrated product ion chain (pro-
ducer/ farm er-processor- retailer) .

•  Measure 3  “Developm ent  and diversificat ion of econom ic
act ivit ies, providing for  m ult iple act ivit ies and alternat ive
incom e”.
This m easure is aim ed to support  developm ent of sm all and m edium
food product ion enterprises ( i.e. breeding of various fowl/ game ani-
m als, lam bs, rabbits, their slaughtering and preparing for consum -
ers’ use, establishm ent  of sm all scale fisheries processing enter-
prises, cult ivat ion of m ushroom s and their sm all scale processing,
etc.) , direct  m arket ing of product ion, provision of services in rural
areas.

With regard to afforestat ion, this m easure will support  land owners
who wish as an alternat ive use of agricultural land to establish forest
on m arginal or abandoned agricultural land, which would cont ribute
towards an eventual im provem ent  in forest  resources and form s of
count ryside m anagem ent m ore com pat ible with environm ental bal-
ance.

•  Measure 4  “I m provem ent  of rural infrast ructure, renovat ion
of villages and m aintenance of rural her itage”.
The support  system will be focused towards the investm ent  projects
including rehabilitat ion of drainage systems on farm  im plem ent ing
the farm  m odernisat ion project  with the high efficiency product ion
technologies, towards the com m on use water m anagem ent  system s
rehabilitat ion projects, including polder system s or sm all- scale
dam s, as well as towards the water supply and sewage collect ion
and t reatment system s ( individual or com m on use) . Support  will be
extended towards projects, aim ed to develop elect ricity and rural
roads infrast ructure.

Regarding developm ent of cultural act ivit ies and village renovat ion,
this m easure, put  into pract ice, includes investments in renovat ion
of historical and cultural heritage (churches, m anors, and other
buildings)  and culture cent res. Especially there will be encouraged
local group init iat ives to renovate villages and to m ake them m ore
at t ract ive.

•  Measure 5  “Technical assistance, t raining, inform at ion and
publicity”.
The aim  of the technical assistance will be to create a close partner-
ship between the Com mission, nat ional authorit ies, social and eco-
nomic partners for preparat ion, im plem entat ion, m onitoring and
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evaluat ion of the measures, undertaken by the RDP. I t  is expected
that  such technical assistance by the Com mission will help to speed
up the nat ional inst itut ional building and will st rengthen administ ra-
t ive capacity.

•  I SPA -  Pre-accession Inst rument for St ructural Policies, in effect  from
January 1, 2000, provides EU cont ribut ion <  85%  for  investm ents:

•  Environm ent ( investm ent  requirem ents needed to conform  with EU
legislat ion) .

•  Transport  im provem ents.

The I SPA funds are intended for projects of substant ial size, i.e. of
m ore than � 5 million in budget. Of this reason it is doubtful whether
I SPA funds will be relevant  for the agricultural sector, and it  is clear,
that  they won’t  be for individual farm  projects.

W orld Bank

•  GEF -  The Global Environment Facility  program m e under The World
Bank provides support  for investments in the agro-environm ental
sector. There are no concrete plans for support  to act ivit ies in Lithua-
nia, but  a joint  Swedish and GEF project  ident ificat ion m ission was
recent ly touring Lithuania. 

4 .2 I nst itut ions

The Minist ry of Agriculture and the Minist ry of Environm ental will be the
pivot  inst itut ions during the Transposit ion period and the process of
Pract ical Applicat ion and Enforcem ent . I t  is the responsibility  of these
authorit ies to take binding m easures, which fully carry out  the let ter and
the spirit  of EU environm ental law.

I t  is the responsibilit y  of these two authorit ies to provide the required
act ion program m es concerning

•  legislat ive schedule;
•  preparat ion of im plem ent ing administ rat ive rules, decrees, etc.;
•  budgetary schedule;
•  inst itut ions, staff and resources;
•  t raining and inform at ion;
•  investm ents;
•  operat ional expenses;
•  m onitoring;
•  inform at ion assem bly and report ing;  and
•  enforcem ent .

The role of the governm ental authorit ies is also to follow the 3-step
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process of accession:

•  I ncorporate relevant EU laws into the nat ional legal order (elaborate a
Table of Concordance)  (“Transposit ion”) .

•  Provide the inst itut ions and budgets necessary to carry out  the laws
(define an I m plem entat ion Program m e)  (“Pract ical applicat ion” or
“I m plem entat ion ” ) .

•  Provide the necessary encouragement and cont rols/ penalt ies (“En-
forcem ent ” ) .

All considerat ions/ decisions in different  form s m ust be co-ordinated. There
are therefore overlap between m em bers of steering com mit tees for both
the above m ent ioned “Nit rate Direct ive project ”  as well as for the “Codex
project ”  and for the “Norm at ive project ” .

Else it  is suggested, that  ME and MoA nominate the following inst itut ions
for providing support  to the administ rat ion of various im plem entat ion:

•  I NSTI TUTI ON 1 : LAAS (The Lithuanian Agricultural Advisory Service)

LAAS was established in 1993 with inter alia Danish assistance with the
object ive of raising product ivity of Lithuanian agriculture. LAAS has
close relat ionships with DAAC. I n 1997 LAAS was re-organised as a
lim ited liabilit y  com pany, with an ownership st ructure of 33 %  LAAS,
the MoA  33%   and Bendroves Associat ion 33% .

LAAS receives funding from  MoA administ rated state budgets,  from
farm ers in exchange of services rendered, as well as grants from
internat ional donors. LAAS has 44 regional offices and in total around
240 em ployees. The m ain single act ivit y is assistance to farm ers with
farm  book-keeping and account ing services, while crop and fert iliser
planning st ill is a m inor act ivit y. Field and fert iliser planning is carried
out  with a sim ple com puter program  that  has been developed in co-
operat ion with DAAC. Plant  protect ion plans are prepared with help of
the software “PC-planteværn” , under int roduct ion and adapt ion in
connect ion to a Danish funded project . LAAS has further in connect ion
with the “Norm at ive project ”  under development a sim ple com puter
program  for calculat ion of nut rient  balances on farm - level

I t  is very im portant  that  the farm ers receive  t raining based on profes-
sional calculat ions and m ethods. This underlines the im portance of
involvem ent  of LAAS. LAAS will be able to play an im portant  role in the
disseminat ion process of environm ental friendly m ethods and in
organizing the t raining of advisers and farm ers. We expect  LAAS to
play a substant ial role in the im plementat ion of the Codes.

The aim  of each code is to present the appropriate balance between
profitable agriculture and avoidance of pollut ion. This st resses the
absolute need for advisory service bodies to take act ion as it  is neces-
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sary to change at t itudes of advisers, consultants and the public.

I t  is very im portant  to allocate funds for inform at ion cam paigns and
funds for the im portant  act ivit ies in the advisory sector.

Thus act ions encouraging good agricultural pract ices are of utm ost
im portance. This should be reflected in the Lithuanian subsidy pro-
gram m e (  the Rural Support  Fund, the annual Financing Mem orandum
with EU )   and in cam paigns and t raining act ivit ies.

•  I NSTI TUTI ON 2 : Lithuanian I nst itute of Agriculture ( LI A)

LI A is a scient ific inst itute that  conducts scient ific research concerning
plant  protect ion but  also rout ine soil sam pling and test ing for m ineral
content  and fert ilit y , soil m apping and agricultural m apping. LI A is
having the scient ific responsibility  for fert iliser norm s and is  partner to
DAAC on the “Norm at ive project ” .

The exist ing norm s need revision because they are on standards from
Soviet  t im e. I n Soviet  t imes, prices for nit rogen fert iliser were flat . The
norm s were established on basis of product ivit y opt im a rather than on
product ion econom y opt im a, that  are also m ore environm entally
fr iendly.

•  I NSTI TUTI ON 3 : LI W M

LI WM has delivered the m ain Lithuanian expert ise and experts during
the elaborat ion of the Code of GAP. I t  is im portant  that  expert ise from
this inst itut ion will be used and concept ions m aintained in the future
cont inuous adjustment of the codes.

LI WM has since 1994 been partner in the Balt ic Agricultural Act ion
Program m e (BAAP) . This program m e is aim ed to dem onst rate the
benefit  of sustainable agriculture on sm all agricultural watersheds and
dem onst rat ion farm s. This program m e is very closely related to the
im plementat ion of the Code of GAP.  Therefore im plem entat ion of the
Code of GAP should be in close co-operat ion with act ivit ies in the BAAP
program m e. Experience gained during im plem entat ion and dem onst ra-
t ion will be very useful when updat ing the Code of GAP.

•  I NSTI TUTI ON 4 : Farm ers organisat ions

Lithuanian Farm ers Unions, Bendroves Associat ion and Lithuanian
Agricultural Cham ber represent  the m ain professional organisat ion for
the Lithuanian farm ers. One of the m ain funct ions is to com m ent  on
pending legislat ion on behalf of the farm ing sector.



Developm ent  of a Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices, Republic of Lithuania Page 2 5

Draft  Plan for Farm - level I mplem entat ion The Danish Agricultural Advisory Centre

•  I NSTI TUTI ON 5 : SPPS

SPPS (State Plant  Protect ion Service)  is a division of the  Minist ry of
Agriculture, responsible for m at ters, that  have relat ion to plant  protec-
t ion, here under test  and regist rat ion of PPP, administ rat ion of phyto-
sanitary regulat ions and border cont rol, pest  and disease warning, and
draft ing of regulatory m easures.

•  I NSTI TUTI ON 6 : Educat ional I nst itut ions

LAU (The Lithuanian Agricultural University)  is providing academic
educat ion as well as basic research in agriculture. I t  is organised in(7)
facult ies, and has in total around (7,000)  students.

Agricultural colleges in Lithuania provide som e t raining of rural youth,
but  the educat ion needs m odernisat ion and the sector re-organisat ion.
There are m ore than 45 educat ion inst itut ions with in total around
14,000 students. Often the students are not  t rained in agricultural
m at ters, but  receive other t raining. The Lithuanian farm er educat ion is
not  acknowledged to give any access to buy farm s, to receive credits,
to receive any special establishment loans or alike. The colleges will
probably change jurisdict ion in the near future.

Steps should also be taken to ensure that  any educat ional inst itut ion
involved in running agricultural courses are being encouraged to
incorporate the subject  in their agricultural syllabuses.

4 .3 Tim e schedule

I n est im at ion of a realist ic t im e schedule for the farm- level im plem enta-
t ion of the various codes there has been given considerat ion to the
following:

•  TI ME SCHEDULE 1 : 3 0  years

I t  is a com plex discipline involving around 60,000 Lithuanian  farm s.
Experience from Denm ark shows, that  it  can take up to 30 years to
change the at t itude and farm ing pract ices

Also the Agenda 21 for the Balt ic Sea Region is in connect ion with it s
m ore general suggest ions for program m es and act ions for im plem enta-
t ion of HELCOM environm ent -agricultural policies (which are in com pli-
ance with the EU environm ent -agricultural policies)  im plying a t im e
last ing and st rategic approach.
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The 30 years scope is m ost  relevant  for codes, that  are neither based
on present  nor on coming (EU and HELCOM based) legislat ion.

•  TI ME SCHEDULE 2 : 6  years

All count ries wishing to join the European Union m ust adopt  and
ent irely im plem ent the Acquis upon accession. The Code of Good
Agricultural Pract ices (GAP) are parts of The Acquis. According to the
Accession Partnership Lithuania has drawn up a Rural Developm ent
Plan  for EU pre-accession for the period 2000 -  2006. The plan shall

•  set  out  the needs of the rural areas concerned;
•  establish a st rategy for rural developm ent;
•  indicate the im pact  of the program m e;
•  provide an est im ate, per year, of the financial resources needed for

the realisat ion of the program m e;  and
•  describe the system s that  will be used for program m e im plem enta-

t ion (authority, financial m anagement , cont rol, m onitoring and
evaluat ion) .

The t im e schedule for this im plementat ion plan must be in concordance
with this general fram ework and in com pliance with the HELCOM
guidelines.

•  TI ME SCHEDULE 3 : 2  years

EU will, as m ent ioned in beginning of this chapter, follow the progress
m ade in connect ion with the NPAA. There will be recorded an annual
report  writ ten by the Com mission ( the Com mission’s Opinions) , on
basis of ident ified benchm arks ( the so-called screening process) . The
overall allocat ion of funds from EU m ay be reviewed in the light  of the
ident ified perform ance concerning EU accession efforts, changing
requirem ents and progress in im plem ent ing the AP.

The Lithuanian Governm ent  has therefore a clear interest  to im plem ent
the codes as quick as possible. I n this light  a 2 years t im e schedule
could be relevant goals for the im plem entat ion of some of the codes.

I n connect ion with the above m ent ioned com m ents it  should be kept in
mind also, that  Lithuania is com mit ted to im plement various HELCOM
recom m endat ions before year 2011. This appears from Annex on
Agriculture (HELCOM Recom mendat ion 19/ 6) .

Further, in connect ion with the Nit rates Direct ive, Lithuania has com -
mit ted it self to finish the planning of the im plementat ion before end of
year (2002) , and to undertake the full im plem entat ion before end of
year (2010) .
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5 DRAFT PLAN FOR FARM- LEVEL I MPLEMENTATI ON

5 .1  Com m ents to Draft  Plan for  Farm - level I m plem entat ion

I n the following is given an overview of the codes in a m at rix form at , with
indicat ion of relevant  inst ruments, inst itut ions and t im e schedule.

I t  should be noted, that  an X indicates what has been considered
appropriate inst rum ent (s) , the responsible inst itut ion(s)  and  rele-
vant / necessary t ime schedule for im plementat ion.

All codes are included in the tables in order to give a full overview, but  the
codes, that  are based on exist ing Lithuanian legislat ion (shown with
shadowed background)  have in general not  been considered for farm- level
im plementat ion as it  has been ant icipated that  these codes already are
im plemented.

To indicate that  a code is direct ly related to the Nit rates Direct ive the cell
with the code num ber  is “ shadowed” . There are 23 such codes.

For som e codes, the consultant  is of the opinion, that  they due to their
form ulat ion appear as good advises or guidelines rather than as codes;
this is the case for codes 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, and 4.7. The suggested plans
for im plem entat ion for these codes are therefore sim ilarly uncertain.

The consultant  is further of the opinion, that  som e codes are part ly
overlapping:  e.g. code 5.3 overlap with code 6.2;  code 8.1 overlap with
code 8.2. The im plem entat ion of these codes should therefore be seen in
com binat ion ( i.e. there m ust  be used same inst rum ents, the sam e
inst itut ions must  be responsible, and the t im e schedule should be the
sam e) .

Finally the consultant  would like to m ent ion, that  in connect ion with the
elaborat ion of the Draft  Plan for Farm - level Im plementat ion it  has becom e
obvious, that  som e of the codes would benefit  from a m ore precise
form ulat ion. One exam ple is Code num ber 4.7:  “One should avoid growing
such crops in neighbourhood if pests or diseases that  survived the winter
or propagated in early spring in one crop can easily spread to neighbour-
ing crop field.”  After reading this code (and the adjacent text  in the Code
of GAP booklet)  the following quest ions appear:

•  How can it  be evaluated whether this code is im plem ented on a specific
farm ?

•  What  would be a relevant  environmental indicator for measuring of the
environmental effect  of the im plem entat ion of this code?

On basis of this exam ple the consultant  can suggest , that  all the codes
should be carefully evaluated in a possible future revised version of the
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Lithuanian Code of GAP, and that  only relevant , selected codes will be
t ransposed to law (m andatory m easures)  in vulnerable zones (yet  to be
defined) , rather than the ent ire collect ion of 75 codes.

The Lithuanian Code of Good Agricultural Pract ices is not  indicat ing
whether codes are having direct  relat ion to the Nit rates Direct ive. We
have, however found it  relevant  in connect ion to the elaborat ion of this
Draft  Plan for Farm - level I m plem entat ion with indicate these codes, which
is done by shadowing the cell with the code num ber. There are 23 such
codes. We have found it  relevant  to suggest  that  regulatory measure are
em ployed for the im plem entat ion of these codes in vulnerable zones (yet
to be designated.)

I t  should also be noted, that  we have found it  relevant  always to point  at
LAU and agricultural colleges when we point  at  LAAS as relevant
inst itut ion, and vice versa;  we find it  natural, that  both coming farm ers
and agricultural students are taught the subjects the advisory service is
working with and vice versa.
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5 .2  Agriculture and Environm ental Protect ion
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Codes part  of w hich to be legit im ated in future
2 .1 Sustainable agriculture should be prom oted in Lithuania. I t  is

especially im portant  that  farm s with m ore than 15 ha of arable land
would work out  plans for farm ing act ivit ies, fert ilisat ion and crop-
rotat ion, calculate nut r ient  (NPK)  balance for the individual f ields as
well as for the farm  as a whole

X X X X X X X X X X X

2 .5 Num ber of livestock should be as big as it  is needed for
accum ulat ion of organic fert ilisers in order to keep natural
condit ions for grazing. Bought  in fodder should not  com prise m ore
than 10%  of the total am ount  of the used fodder.

X X X X X X X X X

2 .6 Agricultural crops should be grown in crop rotat ion where fore-crops
for cereals would be fodder and technical crops. Farm ers, who
cult ivate m ore than 50 ha of agricultural crops, should grow at  least
20 percent  of perennial and legum inous crops.

X X X X X

2 .7 I n order to reduce nut r ient  losses, green (winter and perennial)
crops should cover 50%  of the total cult ivated area on each farm
above 15 ha of arable land

X X X X X
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2 .8 On hilly relief farm s (fig. 2.7)  that  have m ore than 50 ha of
cult ivated land, erosion prevent ive rotat ions (cereals-grasses and
grasses-cereals) should be applied or perennial cult ivated meadows
and pastures should be arranged.

X X X X X X

2 .1 0 I n order to reduce nut r ient  losses m ore plants of longer vegetat ion
should be grown in the crop rotat ion. Catch crops (after-crops,
under-crops and rem ained stubble)  should be grown in the areas of
the short  vegetat ion plants and after ploughing of f ields in sum mer.

X X
X X

X

2 .1 1 I n farms of com bined specialisat ion new m eadows and pastures
should be established on fields that  are unsuitable or lit t le suitable
for other m arketable plants because of m oisture condit ions and
incline, i.e. in the lowest  places or on slopes of hills.

X X
X X

X X

2 .1 2 Soil t illage should be co-ordinated with other m easures influencing
the yield:  crop rotat ion, fert ilisat ion and sowing. Soil t illage should
be carried out  when soil m oisture is opt im al (60-80%  of retent ion
capacit y) .

X X
X X

X

2 .1 3 Soil should be prepare for sowing so that  at  the depth of seed
incorporat ion there would dom inate 1-5 mm  crumbs and there
would be enough plant  available m oisture in the soil.

X X X X X

2 .1 4 Agricultural m achinery has to m ove on fields in such a way, that  soil
would be less com pacted, crushed and grinned.

X X X X X
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Codes based on exist ing Lithuanian legislat ion
2 .2 When m aking the product ion plans for products for sale, a land user

has to take into considerat ion the nat ional requirem ents for
agricultural product ion in discrete regions, the t errit orial planning
and part icular land use condit ions.1

2 .3 St ructure of lands in nat ional parks, reserves and their  protect ive
zones could be changed only according to the projects com plied with
Environm ental Minist ry and adm inist rat ion of the parks.2

2 .4 Ecological farm s have to follow requirem ents of rules for ecological
farm s. The ecological farm has to be cert ified, it s whole product ion
has to be m arked with the label of ecological product ion. The farm
has to prepare an act iv it y plan, to m ake crop rotat ion and
fert ilisat ion plans and to carry out  the account according to a set
form .3

                                               
1 Resolution of the Government of the LR 1995 12 29 No. 1640 on partial alteration of LRVN 1992 05 12 resolution No. 343 “On approval of special conditions of forest and
land use”
2 Law on preserved territories of the Republic of Lithuania. 1993, V.
3 Rules on ecological farming: production, processing, realisation, labelling (Lithuanian). - Ekoagros, 1999
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2 .9 I n the protect ive area and zone of intensive karst  it  is forbidden to
use sinkholes as an out let  for subsurface drainage and rainwater.
I n the zone of intensive karst , the following crop structure, fert iliser
and plant  protect ion systems are set4:
•  I  group land (under 20 sinkholes/ 100 ha) :  Cereals should form

not  m ore than 50% , perennial grasses – not  less than 40% , and
row crops – not  m ore than 10%  of the sown area. Yearly
fert ilisat ion norm has not  to exceed 90 kg/ ha nit rogen, phos-
phorus and potassium  (act ive m atter) . I t  is forbidden to use
t r iazine herbicides and chloro-organic insect icides.

•  I I  group land (20-25 sinkholes/ 100 ha) :  I t  is not  allowed to
plant  row crops and to grow up new indust rial gardens. Seven-
field crop rotat ion is applicable for the I I  group land where
cereals occupy about  43%  of the sown area and perennial
grasses 57% . Yearly fert ilisat ion norm has not  to exceed 60
kg/ ha nit rogen, phosphorus and potassium (act ive m atter) . I t  is
forbidden to use herbicides, retardant  and insect icides.

•  I I I  group land (50-80 sinkholes/ 100 ha) :  Meadows and pastures
of perennial grasses should dominate;  cereals m ay be sown only
as forecrop for the grasses. I t  is forbidden to apply m ineral
nit rogen fert iliser. Yearly norm  of phosphorus and potassium
fert iliser is allowed no m ore than 60 kg/ ha  (act ive m atter) . I t  is
forbidden to use pest icides with except ion of m ordant .

•  I V group land (m ore than 80 sinkholes/ 100 ha): Only
m eadows and forests are allowed. Melliferous plants and herbs
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5 .3  Soil Lim ing and Fert ilisat ion

I NSTRUMENTS I NSTI TUTI ONS TI ME
SCHE-
DULE

Regula-
tory

m eas-
ures

Advisory
Measures

Financial
m easures 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 1 2 3

Co-
de

Code text

P
a

rl
ia

m
e

n
t 

 l
a

w

C
a

b
in

e
t 

re
g

u
la

ti
o

n

M
in

is
te

r 
in

s
tr

u
ct

io
n

A
d

v
is

o
ry

 p
a

ck
a

g
e

T
ra

in
in

g

In
fo

rm
a

ti
o

n

E
x

ci
s

e
 t

a
x

a
ti

o
n

F
o

re
ig

n
 t

ra
d

e
 p

o
li

cy

D
ir

e
ct

 s
u

b
s

id
is

a
ti

o
n

S
o

ft
 c

re
d

it
s

L
A

A
S

L
IA

L
IW

M

F
a

rm
e

rs
 o

rg
a

n
is

a
ti

o
n

s

S
P

P
S

L
A

U
 +

  
a

g
r.

 c
o

ll
e

g
e

s
ls

3
0

 y
e

a
rs

6
 y

e
a

rs

2
 y

e
a

rs

Codes part  of w hich to be legit im ated in future
3 .1 Very and m edium  acid soils (up to 5.0 pH) used for growing of

cultural plants should be lim ed. Fields with slight ly acid (pH 5.1-
5.5)  soils should be lim ed if winter wheat , fodder beets,
legum inous cereals, clover and other crops sensible to acidity of
a soil are to be grown there.

X X X
X

X

3 .2 Agrochemical characterist ics of arable layer:  pH, the am ount of
hum us, m obile phosphorus and m obile potassium should be
analysed every five years at  least  in order to regulate plant
nut rit ion properly and to cont rol changes in soil fert ilit y.

X X X X
X X

X
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3 .3 Farm s with m anure stores over 500 m 3 should determ ine
fert ilisat ion value of m anure by a quick test  m ethod or in a
laboratory im m ediately before spreading. Slurry or liquid
m anure has to be well m ixed before the test . I t  is enough to
analyse fert ilisat ion value of m anure one t im e if m anure storage
technology does not  change. I f possibilit ies to analyse m anure
com posit ion do not  exist , then norm at ive average chem ical
indices for m anure accum ulated by corresponding technologies
are used (Annex 3.3)

X
X X

X
X

3 .4 Mineral fert ilisers and m anure should be applied according to
official fert iliser norm s that  are based on crop need for the
planned yield. Nutr ients taken out  with crop yield should be
restored in a form of organic and m ineral fert ilisers.2  

X
X X X

X

3 .5 Organic fert iliser  (m anure, sewage sludge, com posts, etc)
should be spread from  drying up of soil in spring to freezing of
soil in autumn. Organic fert iliser should not  be spread from  15
Novem ber to 15 March (on soils that  are frozen, water
saturated or are covered with snow) .4

X X X X X X X X
X

X
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3 .6 Solid m anure should be incorporated into the soil within 6 hours
after applicat ion.5

X X X X X X

3 .7 Slurry and liquid m anure should be spread in crop fields by
t railing hoses. Having not  such equipm ent , such m anure should
not  be applied in crop fields. Slurry and liquid m anure should be
spread on bare soil by t railing hoses or broadcast  spreaders and
incorporated by cult ivator with harrow within 6 hours after
applicat ion.

X X X X X X X X X

3 .8 Storage of m ineral nit rogen in 0-40 cm layer should be
determ ined pr ior to fert ilisat ion in order to find out  the exact
needed am ount  of nit rogen fert ilisers. 90 kg/ ha and higher
nit rogen rate should be given in two t im es at  an interval of 25-
30 days.

X X
X

X X X X

3 .9 Mineral fert ilisers should be stored in their  original (put  in
factory)  package and unpacked fert iliser -  in separate stores
protected of humidit y.

X X X X X X
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5 .4  Plant  Protect ion and Use of Pest icides
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Codes part  of w hich to be legit im ated in future
4 .2 Abundant  use of pest icides for plant  protect ion from diseases,

pests and weeds should be avoided. Alternat ive methods for plant
protect ion should be used instead of them ..

X X X X X X X

4 .3 Reduct ion of expenditure for plant  protect ion and in the sam e t ime
reduct ion of environmental pollut ion should be achieved by
select ion of plant  var iet ies, which choke weeds and are m ore
resistant  to diseases and pests. Not  the m ost fert ile but  m ore
resistant  for harm ful organism s crop variet ies should be selected.

X X X X X X X

4 .4 Plant  resistance to harm ful organisms should be increased growing
it  under bet ter condit ions especially during germ inat ion when
plants are m ost vulnerable to diseases, pests and weed
com pet it ion.

X X X X X X X

4 .5 I n order to increase natural plant  resistance for plant  diseases and
pests they should be fert ilised supplying with all needed nut rients.

X X X X X X X
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4 .6 Crop variet ies in crop rotat ion should be laid out  in such a way that
crop seeded in every field would have as less as possible comm on
diseases and pests rem ained in soil with a plantat ion grown in the
sam e field before.

X X X X X X X X

4 .7 One should avoid growing such crops in neighbourhood if pests or
diseases that  survived the winter or propagated in early spr ing in
one crop can easily spread to neighbouring crop field.

X X X X X X X X

4 .8 There should be established 10 m a no-spray boundary zone
towards plants that  have plenty of beneficial insects and terr it or ies
of vulnerable environm ent , i.e. water bodies, karst  sinkholes,
preserves, etc., if plans of land use or designs of the territ ory do
not  determine higher requirem ents.

X X X X X X X

4 .9 Land user him self should m ake an est im ate of a real need for plant
protect ion measures when he has evaluated situat ion in every
field. Farm ers without  agronomic educat ion should take such
decisions after consultat ion with specialist s

X X X X X X X X

4 .1 0 Pest icides should be used only when the am ount  of harm ful
organism s in crop field has reached thresholds of harm determined
by scient ific invest igat ions.

X X X X X X X X
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4 .1 2 Farm ers’ sprayers have to undergo a regular test  and cert ificat ion
in order to ensure their  efficient  funct ion. Sprinklers of a sprayer
should be of equal discharge regulated to spray the needed
am ount  of solut ion. Pest icides should be sprayed on crop field
evenly applying the determ ined am ount of solut ion and
preparat ion. As big as possible part  of pest icides should fall on
t reated plants and there should be left  any non-sprayed or double-
sprayed bands of crop field.

X X X X X X X X

4 .1 5 I n large as well as in sm all farm it  is necessary to have a record
book of pest icides and to register all operat ions related to the use
of pest icides.5

Codes based on exist ing Lithuanian legislat ion
4 .1  Every act ivity of Lithuanian cit izens with respect  to plant

protect ion from  diseases, pests and weeds with help of chem ical or
biological plant  protect ion m easures has to be perform ed in
com pliance with Republic of Lithuania Plant  Protect ion Law6  and
Rules on Use of Plant  Protect ion Measures.7
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4 .1 1 I t  is forbidden to use those pest icides in Lithuania that  are not
registered and writ ten in the Lists of Professional or Individual Use
of Plant  Protect ion Measures, regulat ing pest icides use in the
count ry.8,9

4 .1 3 The am ount  of prepared solut ion should com ply an area to be
sprayed. Sprayer should be washed after work. Washing water can
be sprayed on the sam e plants. I t  is forbidden to wash sprayer or
spill used water where the cleaning water can run to drain or other
water bodies.10
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4 .1 4 Every operat ion with plant  protect ion preparat ions have to be
carr ied out  exact ly following work safety and environm ental
requirem ents that  are described in detail in the “Rules on Use of
Plant  Protect ion Means” .11 The m ost im portant  requirements are
the following:
1. Only t rained persons who have acknowledged with the

characterist ics of preparat ions and requirem ents of work safety
m ay work with pest icides.

2. Only healthy persons who have health exam inat ion cert ificates
can work with pest icides.

3. I t  is necessary to use personal safety precaut ions and to follow
rules of hygiene during operat ions.

4. Use only correct , calibrated and checked pr ior to operat ions
m achines and equipment  for spraying of pest icides on crop
fields and for dressing of seeds. New sprayers m ust be cert if ied
and sprayers in use must  be checked by technical inspect ion.

5. I t  is forbidden to apply pest icides on blooming plants. The
bloom ing plants could be sprayed only in except ion, following
special recomm endat ions.
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5 .5  Anim al Husbandry
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Codes part  of w hich to be legit im ated in
future

5 .1 Anim al density in a farm  should not  exceed 1.7 anim al unit s
per hectare of ut ilised agricultural land.12 X X X X X X X X X X X X

Codes based on exist ing Lithuanian legisla-
t ion

5 .2 Every anim al shall be kept , fed and t reated according to it s
species, age, physiology and behaviour. The owner of
anim als must  constant ly take care about  their health,
feeding, adequate care and appropriate environment .
Anim als shall be protected from suffer ing, cruel behaviour
and other negat ive im pact .13,

5 .3 I t  shall be prohibited to feed st imulat ing substances to
anim als in order to im prove their  product iv it y, capacity for
work and sport  results, except  for those substances that  are
allowed by the Governm ent  and it s authorised service.14
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5 .4 With regard to the instruct ion of state veterinary surgeon the
anim al carcasses, aborted em bryos, dam aged skins and furs,
waste of slaughtered anim als and other anim al waste have to
be fired, buried or brought (according to veterinary
requirem ents) to anim al waste processing com panies.15

5 .5 As anim al carcasses could be used as raw m ater ial for
processing com panies producing feeds, pharm aceut ical or
special purpose products, persons having such waste shall
inform  the processing com pany and keep it  before the
collect ion under veterinary sanitat ion requirem ents.16,17

5 .6 The carcasses of gam e birds and anim als as well as carcasses
of dogs, cats, piglets, rabbit s, sheep or goats, lam bs under
four weeks and other sm all anim als or their  parts can be
buried in the places established for this purpose and
perm it ted by the State Veter inary Service or in pr ivate
plots.18

5 .7 Place for construct ion of livestock- farm  (barn) is selected
according to sanitary, zoo-veter inarian, environmental and
fire-prevent ion norm  requirements.19,20
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5 .8 Designing barns in farmsteads within set t lem ents or sm all
towns the shortest  sanitary distances to dwelling house and
between farm stead buildings and neighbouring const ruct ions
are determined under guidance of const ruct ion norm s
regulat ing design of farmsteads in towns and set t lem ents.21

5 .9 Lithuanian Republic norm at ive acts do not  allow building new
anim al husbandry buildings, m anure storage and silage
storage places and expanding the exist ing ones in the
following zones:
•  Protect ive zones of comm unicat ions and elect r icity supply

lines;
•  sanitary protect ive zones of roads, railways and their

facilit ies, and airports;
•  protect ive zones of m ain gas and oil pipelines and their

facilit ies, fuel supply bases, gas stat ions and solid fuel
shops;

•  protect ive zones of health resorts;
•  zones of the terr it ory of histor ical and cultural

m onum ents, protected landscapes
 sanitary protect ive zones of water bodies (watering
places) .22
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5 .1 0 Farm s that  use m ore than 10 m 3 of water per day have to
get  License for use of nature resources. Cont rol (m onitor ing)
of environm ent  is com pulsory on big farm s where annual
product ion of 500 AU is planned and som e t im es on other
farm s, if it  is prescr ibed in the License for use of nature
resources. Monitor ing of liquid m anure water ing, f ield
drainage system s and surface water is com pulsory when the
size of a farm is 200 AU and m ore.2 3 ,2 4 ,2 5
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5 .6  STORAGE AND APPLI CATI ON OF ANI MAL MANURE
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Codes part  of w hich to be legit im ated in future
6 .2 Anim als should be fed only with valuable feed at  officially

determ ined feeding norm s based on anim als need.
X X X X X

6 .3 I n the farms having m ore than 10 anim al unit s there should be
m anure storage of sufficient  capacit y in order to reduce nutr ient
losses and preserve environm ent .

X X X X X X X X X

6 .4 Manure storage should be of such size that  m anure would be
spread only when the plants can ut ilise nut r ients. The minimum
level to be required should be 6 m onths storage capacity. Urine
and slurry stores should be covered or handled by a m ethod that
efficient ly reduces am m onia emissions.26

X X X X X X X X X

6 .6 Effluent  evolved during silage product ion should be collected to
reservoirs of slurry or ur ine.

X X X X X X X X X X X X

Codes based on exist ing Lithuanian legislat ion
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6 .1 Anim als have to be reared and kept  under such condit ions that  are
not  harm ful for anim als. Rearing and housing condit ions have to
be chosen with regard to peculiarit ies of anim al species and
breed.27,28 Anim al husbandry system s and t ypes, the size of barns
are designed according to the branch and specialisat ion of a farm .
The chosen anim al keeping system  has to ensure good anim al
health and high product iv it y, low expenditure of fodder, labour,
low m onetary costs, qualit at ive product ion and to protect
environm ent from pollut ion with product ion wastes.29

6 .5 When select ing a place for m anure storage, as for every other
product ion building of livestock- farm , the distance to dwelling
houses, water bodies and roads is determ ined under the guidance
of exist ing norm at ive.30
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5 .7  Managem ent  of W astew aters and W astes

I NSTRUMENTS I NSTI TUTI ONS TI ME
Regula-

tory
m eas-
ures

Advisory
Measures

Financial
m easures 1 2 3 4 5 6

SCHE-
DULE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 1 2 3

Co-
de

Code text

P
a

rl
ia

m
e

n
t 

 l
a

w

C
a

b
in

e
t 

re
g

u
la

ti
o

n

M
in

is
te

r 
in

s
tr

u
ct

io
n

A
d

v
is

o
ry

 p
a

ck
a

g
e

T
ra

in
in

g

In
fo

rm
a

ti
o

n

E
x

ci
s

e
 t

a
x

a
ti

o
n

F
o

re
ig

n
 t

ra
d

e
 p

o
li

cy

D
ir

e
ct

 s
u

b
s

id
is

a
ti

o
n

S
o

ft
 c

re
d

it
s

L
A

A
S

L
IA

L
IW

M

F
a

rm
e

rs
 o

rg
a

n
is

a
ti

o
n

s

S
P

P
S

L
A

U
 +

  
a

g
r.

 c
o

ll
e

g
e

s
ls

3
0

 y
e

a
rs

6
 y

e
a

rs

2
 y

e
a

rs

Codes part  of w hich to be legit im ated in future
7 .6 Wastes should be sorted in a farm . Organic wastes have to be

used for com post product ion. The proper rat io of com posted
m aterials has to be chosen in order to produce valuable com post .

X X X X X X X X X

Codes based on exist ing Lithuanian legislat ion
7 .1 Wastewater m ay be discharged to natural environm ent only when

it s pollut ion does not  exceed norm s approved by the Lithuanian
Minist ry of Environm ent . 31, 32, 33

7 .2 Choice of biological wastewater t reatm ent  facilit ies of second step
is determ ined by local condit ions (relief, ground, distance to out let
to r ivulet , etc.)  and valid sanitary environm ental rest r ict ions.34

7 .3 Sludge from  biological t reatm ent facilit ies m ay be used for
fert ilisat ion of fields if t he sludge m eets the requirements of
environm ental norm s.35
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7 .4 Effluents from wet silage, wastewater form ed during feedstuffs
preparat ion, m ilking and livestock slaughtering, and also
colost rum , whey and but term ilk have to be discharged to ur ine
reservoir , slurry storage or separate reservoir or it  m ay be used in
com post  product ion. Then the wastewater is spread on the fields
with help of m obile spreaders or watering equipment . Single and
annual water ing norms are rest ricted according to the fert ilisat ion
value of the wastewater. I t  is st rict ly forbidden to discharge this
wastewater to biological wastewater t reatment  plant .36

7 .5 By wastewater t reatment  plants there should be installed sanitary
protect ive zones rest r ict ing economic act ivit y;  besides, minim al
sanitary distances to other objects have to be kept .37
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5 .8  Land Reclam at ion, Biological Diversity and Landscape
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Codes part  of w hich to be legit im ated in future
8 .2 Landowner should be responsible for:

-  proper usage and m aintenance of drainage systems;
-  quality of water flowing from  drainage system s to adjacent

territ ory;
-  dam age of drainage system s and pollut ion of water in drainage

system .

X X X X X X X

8 .5 When sprinkler irrigat ion technique is used, such watering
intensit y should be chosen that  water would have t ime to soak
into soil and surface runoff would not  be form ed, which would
induce erosion and washout of nut rients and humus.

X X X X X
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8 .8 Dug well should be established in such a way that  surface water
or snow would not  get  into it , anim als and any things would not
fall into it  accidentally. In the same t im e the well should have a
vent ilat ion hole. To protect  ground water flowing to the well from
pollut ion, 50 m  upst ream  from  the well should not  be any farm
buildings, field toilets, slurry pits, m anure piles, storages of
fert iliser, pest icides and oil products as well as greenhouses and
intensively fert ilised kit chen gardens.

X X X X X X X X

8 .1 1 Meadows, groves, wet lands and ponds should be located in the
landscape according to documents of territ orial planning.

X X X X X X

Codes based on exist ing Lithuanian legislat ion
8 .1 Landowner is responsible and he can not  im pede to ensure

funct ioning of land reclam at ion facilit ies in adjacent  lands38 and
also has not  to violate the rights of other users of water
resources.39. Every earthwork and const ruct ion of new buildings
in drained areas must  be co-ordinated with State Land
Reclam at ion Service.40
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8 .3 Coastal protect ive str ips are established at  surface water bodies.
For regulated rivulets and reclam at ion dit ches, which have basin
area sm aller than 10 km 2, width of preservat ion str ip is
determ ined depending on local condit ions:
-  When inclinat ion of riverside is up to 5 degrees – 1 m ;
-  When inclinat ion of riverside is 5-10 degrees – not  sm aller

than 2.5 m ;
-  When inclinat ion of riverside is m ore than 10 degrees – not

sm aller than 5 m .41

8 .4 Landowner must :
-  Maintain a dit ch that  goes through his land in order to create

condit ions for draining of adjacent  areas; 1

-  not  to violate requirem ents of preservat ion str ips and zones.42

8 .6 Drilled and dug wells located in the terr it ory of land user are
sources of dr inking water and laws regulate their  protect ion.43

Sanitary protect ive zones and str ips shall be designated around
the water ext ract ion sites, single wells and economic act ivit ies
shall be regulated or prohibited there.44,45
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8 .7 Territory of the st rip of st r ict  regim e has to be fenced ( in
except ional cases it  m ay stay without  fence if owner of the dr illed
well ensures safety of the st r ip and pum p of the well) , planted,
kept  clean and protected. In the st r ip of st rict  regim e there is
prohibited to store oil products, chem ical and organic m ater ials,
use pest icides, perform  intensive agriculture, build objects that
are not  related to water supply, etc.46

8 .9 Consum ers, who are not  connected to centralised water supply
network, provide dr inking water them selves and take care about
it s quality. Concent rat ion of nit rate in drinking water has not  to
exceed 50m g/ l.47I f because of installat ion of new bore well there
could ar ise wastewater, the installat ion is allowed only when
water consum er guarantees wastewater m anagem ent .48

8 .1 0 When cultural landscape is being form ed, geo-ecological balance
of landscape has to be accom plished, i.e. green areas of natural
fram e (nuclear) have not  to be infringed. I t  preserves st ructure
of the landscape.49

8 .1 2 I t  is prohibited to destroy and infr inge protected kinds of fauna,
fungies and its comm unit ies as well as habitats and residence.50
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8 .1 3 Landowners and users are obliged to preserve natural and
cultural her itage objects.

X X X X X X

8 .1 4 Physical and juridical persons who use soil resources must :
-  preserve and enhance soil fert ilit y;
-  take m easures in order to avoid negat ive effect  of soil

erosion.51

8 .1 5 I n flooded and springy areas it  is forbidden:
-  to drain, plough (except  for polders) and change otherwise

state of f lood m eadows and pastures and their  grass
com posit ion;

-  to dest roy vegetat ive cover of natural m arshes m echanically;
-  to change hydrological regime of spr ings that  do not  dry up

and their groups;
-  to drain and m ake agricultural lands or waters out  of upland

m oors, interm ediate m arshes and low- lying m arshes that
have area of m ore than 0.5 ha and depth of peat  m ore than 1
m .

X X X X X
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